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REGENERATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE 

 
(Committee Rooms A/B - Neath Civic Centre) 

 
Members Present:  22 September 2017 
 
 
Chairperson: 
 

Councillor S.K.Hunt 
 

Vice Chairperson: 
 

Councillor L.Jones 
 

Councillors: 
 

J.Evans, C.J.Jones, S.Jones, D.M.Peters, 
S.Pursey, S.Rahaman, A.J.Richards and 
R.L.Taylor 
 

Officers In 
Attendance 
 

S.Brennan, N.Evans, Emma.John and 
S.Burgess 
 

Cabinet Invitees: 
 

Councillors E.V.Latham and A.Wingrave 
 

Observers Councillor Carolyn Edwards 
Councillor Arwyn N.Woolcock 
 

 

1. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM 
MEMBERS 
 
The following Members made Declarations of Interest at the 
commencement of the meeting: 
 
Cllr. S.K. Hunt – The urgent, private report of the Head of Property 
and Regeneration on land at Empire Avenue, Blaengwrach, Neath 
because he was part of the planning committee that passed the 
planning application on the use of the land. 
 
Cllr. C.J.Jones – The urgent, private report of the Head of Property 
and Regeneration on land at Empire Avenue, Blaengwrach, Neath 
because he was part of the planning committee that passed the 
planning application on the use of the land. 
 
Cllr. S.Pursey – The urgent, private report of the Head of Property 
and Regeneration on land at Empire Avenue, Blaengwrach, Neath 
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because he was part of the planning committee that passed the 
planning application on the use of the land. 
 

2. ANY URGENT ITEMS (WHETHER PUBLIC OR EXEMPT) AT THE 
DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN PURSUANT TO SECTION 100B 
(4) (B) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 
 
The Committee resolved to move into private session to consider the 
urgent private report of the Head of Property and Regeneration on 
land at Empire Avenue, Blaengwrach, Neath. 
 
Members were advised that discussions should centre on the 
information contained within the report and not relate to any planning 
matters. 
 
The Committee was asked to consider the history of the area when 
considering the recommendation. 
 
A question was raised on whether the issue of the covenant should 
have been mentioned during the planning process. It was confirmed 
that following legal advice it was not necessary to raise this as it was 
not a planning issue. 
 
It was suggested that the Committee be mindful to ask the Cabinet 
Board to defer the decision to allow for additional information to be 
brought forward and for consultation to be undertaken with the public. 
It was conformed that there was no additional information to be 
brought forward and consultation had been undertaken as part of the 
planning process. 
 
Following scrutiny the majority of the Committee was not supportive 
of the recommendation to be considered by the Cabinet Board. 
 

3. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGENERATION AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 21 JULY 2017 
 
The Committee noted the minutes. 
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4. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SAFETY AND 
PUBLIC PROTECTION SUB COMMITTEE 27 JULY 2017 
 
It was noted that part of the minutes in relation to the item Violence 
Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Strategy were 
inaccurate. 
 
It was stated that the following should be included – ‘It was suggested 
that the title of the strategy should not be altered as the Council 
should recognise that these issues disproportionately affect women 
and girls. Men can be victims, just as women can be perpetrators, but 
when consideration is given to domestic abuse cases prosecuted by 
the CPS during 2014/2015, 84% of the victims were female, its clear 
that this is a problem particularly for women and girls. It is for this 
reason that the Welsh Government specified violence against women 
in the name of the Act, and for that reason the title should remain the 
same. 
 
Cllr Taylor restated that she was against the name change. 
 
The Committee noted the amendment and agreed the minutes on the 
understanding the original minute was amended. 
 

5. TO RECEIVE THE SCRUTINY FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME 
2017/18. 
 
The Committee noted the work programme. 
 

6. PRE-SCRUTINY 
 
The Committee chose to scrutinise the following items: 
 
Cabinet Board Proposals 
 
6.1 Performance Monitoring Report 
 
Members considered the Quarter One Performance Monitoring 
Report. 
 
A question was asked in relation to the percentage of planning 
applications determined within the required timescales and the below 
par performance. It was agreed that this information would be 
circulated outside of the main meeting. 
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Following scrutiny the report was noted. 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRPERSON 


